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STAFFORDSHIRE MOORLANDS DISTRICT COUNCIL

STANDARDS COMMITTEE MEETING

Minutes

FRIDAY, 23 MARCH 2018
PRESENT: Councillor E Fallows (Chair) 

Councillors G Bond, D Fowler, T Hall, I Herdman, K J Jackson, 
I Lawson, C Meyrick and P Wilkinson and Mr. B Steans

IN ATTENDANCE: M Trillo           -   Executive Director & Monitoring Officer
P Rushworth –  

APOLOGIES: Councillor A Banks, Mr. P Brough and Mr. H Mawdsley

17 URGENT ITEMS OF BUSINESS, IF ANY (24 HOURS NOTICE TO BE 
PROVIDED TO THE CHAIRMAN).

There were no urgent items.

18 TO APPROVE AS A CORRECT RECORD THE MINUTES OF THE 
PREVIOUS MEETING.

RESOLVED – That the Minutes of the Meeting held on 12 November 2017 be 
approved as a correct record and signed by the Chair.

19 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST, IF ANY:

There were no declarations made.

At the request of Councillor David Fowler, each person present identified 
themselves, following recent changes to the membership of the Committee. 

20 ANNUAL REVIEW OF COUNCILLOR DEVELOPMENT

Linden Vernon presented the report to members, confirming that 5 training events 
had taken place during the previous year with most of the training being provided by 
Alliance members of staff. In addition, support was being provided to members in the 
use of their tablet devices and the ongoing introduction of the Mod.Gov committee 
management system.

Any presentations and course materials were published on the Councillors’ Portal 
within the Intranet for future reference.

Future seminars had been arranged on the following subjects:-

 Modern Day Slavery;
 Audit and Accounts;
 The General Data Protection Regulations (also open to parish councillors);
 Safeguarding.
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It was agreed that, in future reports, where seminars were arranged with a restricted 
number of invitees, this would be stated.

RESOLVED – That the report be NOTED.

21 LOCAL GOVERNMENT ETHICAL STANDARDS CONSULTATION

The Government’s Committee for Standards in Public Life had launched a 
consultation exercise to inform its review of local government ethical standards. The 
consultation was due to close on 18 May 2018.

Prior to the introduction of the Localism Act 2011, Code of Conduct matters were 
dealt with by the Standards Board of England (now abolished). The consultation 
asked whether current arrangements were adequate. 

The Terms of Reference of the review were:-

a) Examine the structures, processes and practices in local
government in England for:

 Maintaining codes of conduct for local councillors;
 Investigating alleged breaches fairly and with due

process;
 Enforcing codes and imposing sanctions for misconduct;
 Declaring interests and managing conflicts of interest; and
 Whistleblowing.

b) Assess whether the existing structures, processes and
practices are conducive to high standards of conduct in local
government;

 Make any recommendations for how they can be improved; and
 Note any evidence of intimidation of councillors, and make

recommendations for any measures that could be put in place
to prevent and address such intimidation.

Members discussed the following aspects of the subject:-

 The Council was to respond to the consultation as SMDC, not the Alliance;
 Clarity regarding Code of Conduct (COC) matters required at Parish Council 

level. It was pointed out that training sessions had been provided in this 
regard, but were poorly attended;

 Lack of ‘teeth’ regarding breaches of the COC under the Localism Act, except 
for failure to declare a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest, which was a criminal 
act;

 Social Media – a grey area and a potential minefield regarding standards-
related matters. 

RESOLVED – That the report be NOTED and that authority be delegated to officers 
to respond to the consultation on behalf of the Council.  
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22 EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED - That pursuant to Section 100A (2) and (4) of the Local Government 
Act , 1972, the public be excluded from the meeting in view of the 
nature of the business to be transacted or the nature of the 
proceedings whereby it is likely that confidential information as 
defined in Section 100A (3) of the Act would be disclosed to the public 
in breach of the obligation of confidence or exempt information as 
defined in Section 100i (1) of Part 1 of Schedule 12A of the Act would 
be disclosed to the public by virtue of the Paragraphs indicated.

23 TO APPROVE AS A CORRECT RECORD THE EXEMPT MINUTES OF THE 
PREVIOUS MEETING.

The Committee approved the Exempt Minutes of the meeting held on 10 November 
2017.

24 STANDARDS COMPLAINTS MONITORING REPORT.

Members noted the contents of a report regarding Complaints made under the Code 
of Conduct.

The meeting closed at 10.35 am

_________________________________Chairman ____________________Date


